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did not approve of private theatricals, "knowing
many instances," she wrote to the Count of Mercy-
Argenteau, "in which these performances ended in
some love affair, or scandal of some sort." The am-
bassador, who, in his letters to his sovereign, was a
harsh judge of Marie Antoinette's amusements, was
not bold enough to condemn severely the perform-
ance of the " Devin du Village," because he had re-
ceived the distinguished favor of a special invitation
to see it, incognito, from a closed box. Among the
audience the sole members of the court were Mon-
sieur, the King's brother, the Countess of Artois, and
Madame Elisabeth. The boxes and balconies were
filled by subordinate attendants. Not a single great
lord, not a single fine lady, was admitted; there were
no ministers, no diplomatists. The exception made
in favor of the Austrian Ambassador was a very
flattering one. Consequently, in his " very humble re-
port " of October 24, 1780, he was more lenient than
usual. "The Queen," he wrote, "has a very agree-
able and harmonious voice; her way of acting is
dignified and full of grace; in a word, the play was
given as well as was possible for private theatricals.
I noticed that the King watched it with manifest
attention and pleasure. During the entr'actes he went
on the stage and into the Queen's dressing-room."

It has been said that Louis XVI. hissed Marie
Antoinette; also that the Queen, having summoned
the guards, said to them at the end of the evening,
advancing to the footlights: "Gentlemen, I have